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CADET HANDOUT

LESSON TITLE
MARINE OFFICER AND ENLISTED RANK STRUCTURE
MARINE CADETS OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC.
1.  Lesson purpose:


(a)  To familiarize the individual with Marine Corps rank 
structure.

2.  Enabling learning objective:


(a)  Without the aid of reference, memorize the Officer and 
Enlisted rank insignia and structure of the United States 
Marine Corps.

MARINE OFFICER AND ENLISTED RANK One of the first things you will want to know when entering the service is how to recognize the grades and ratings of the cadet per​sonnel with whom you work. To help you do this, the charts on the following pages outline Marine enlisted and officer’s grades. But if you are to fully understand these grades, you must do more than simply distinguish among the various insignia which are worn or the grade of which the various individuals are addressed. You must recognize at the same time everything which is represented by these grades and in​signia. Specifically, you must understand that in the Marine Corps and subsequently in the Marine Cadets, insignia of grade are worn only by those who have demonstrated ability and a will​ingness to accept responsibility. If these in​dividuals are to discharge the responsibilities with which they are charged, it is necessary that they be equipped with a degree of authority as well. Remember that grade, insignia, ability, respon​sibility and authority all go together.
Marine enlisted persons wear insignia of grade on both sleeves. 

Grade chevrons of the Marine Corps are forest green on the winter uniform, with a background of red. On shirts, the background is khaki. For the dress blue uniform, chevrons are yellow on red. Marines wear one slanting stripe, "hash mark," near the cuff of the sleeve on the winter or dress blue uniform for each four years' enlistment complete. Marines Cadets wear one slanting stripe, "hash mark," near the cuff of the sleeve on the winter or dress blue uniform for each two years' enlistment complete.
1.  The following 4 pages detail Enlisted, Officer, and Warrant 
Officer rank structure.
Enlisted: 

Non Rated Men Enlisted Ranks

	None
	E-1
	Private
Pvt
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	E-2
	Private First Class
PFC
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	E-3
	Lance Corporal
LCpl




Begin Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) Enlisted Ranks
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	E-4
	Corporal
Cpl
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	E-5
	Sergeant
Sgt



 Staff Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) Enlisted Ranks
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	E-6
	Staff Sergeant
SSgt
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	E-7
	Gunnery Sergeant
GSgt (Gunny)
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	E-8
	Master Sergeant
MSgt
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	E-8
	First Sergeant
1st Sgt
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	E-9
	Master Gunnery Sergeant
MGSgt
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	E-9
	Sergeant Major
Sgt Maj
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	E-9
	Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps
The highest enlisted rank possible is the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps. There is only one person at this rank at any given time.





** Note: When a Marine attains a rank of E-8 he can either go 1stSgt (administrative) or MSgt (MOS specific--duty expert in his field). 1st Sergeants go on to be Sergeants Major and Master Sergeants go on to be Master Gunnery Sergeants
Officers:
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GOLD
	O-1
	Second Lieutenant
2nd Lt
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SILVER
	O-2
	First Lieutenant
1st Lt
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SILVER
	O-3
	Captain
Capt
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GOLD
	O-4
	Major
Maj
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SILVER
	O-5
	Lieutenant Colonel
Lt Col
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	O-6
	Colonel
Col
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	O-7
	Brigadier General
Brig Gen
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	O-8
	Major General
Maj Gen
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	O-9
	Lieutenant General
Lt Gen
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	     O-10
	General
Gen


Warrant Officers
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RED/GOLD
	W-1
	Warrant Officer
WO
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RED/GOLD
	W-2
	Chief Warrant Officer 2
CWO2
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RED/SILVER
	W-3
	Chief Warrant Officer 3
CWO3
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RED/SILVER
	W-4
	Chief Warrant Officer 4
CWO4
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RED/SILVER
	W-5
	Chief Warrant Officer 5
CWO5
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